
YOUR COMMUNITY. YOUR NEWSPAPER.

The North 
Randolph 
Historical Society/
St. Paul Museum 
will sponsor a 
large rummage 
treasure sale on 
April 29 and 30 
in the back of the 
Firestone Building 
in Randleman.

A first-choice 
sale will be held 
April 29 from 6 to 
8 p.m.

A $5 fee will 
be charged to get 
first choice of such 
items as a “Dukakis 
for President” 
political button, 
an electric erector 
set (circa 1940s), 
some glassware 
and small pieces 
of furniture from 
a home occupied 
by the same family 
since 1937, just to 
name a few.

On April 30, 
the sale will be 
from 8 a.m. until 3 
p.m. After 1 p.m., 
all items will be 
marked half price.

Admission to 
Saturday’s sale is 
free.

All proceeds 
from the sale will 
go to fund the 
restoration of a 
portion of the Jule 
Gilmer Korner 
artwork in the St. 
Paul Museum, 
built in 1879 and 
now listed on the 
National Register 
of Historic Places.
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TRINITY — The bracelets 
produced by Mallor y Paige 
Designs will catch your eye, but 
the story behind the jewelry will 
catch your heart.

Tif fany McDowell, of Trin-
ity, created the small business a 
few years ago with her younger 
sister, Mallory Snellen, who has 
Down syndrome. The company 
obviously derives its name from 
Mallory — whose middle name 
is Paige — but the concept goes 
way beyond merely providing a 
job for one woman with a devel-
opmental disability.

“I would love for this to some-
day be a major jewelry company 
that employs primarily people 
with disabilities,” Tiffany says.

“The message would spread 
everywhere and the world would 
see that people with disabilities 
— people like Mallory — are 
really not all that different. So 
not only would we be empower-
ing these people with different 
abilities to support themselves, 
we would also be showing the 
world we can be a thriving busi-
ness even when most of our 
employees have disabilities.”

That’s a lofty goal, but it’s a 
goal she believes in — so much 
so that she and Mallory have 
incorporated a tiny mustard 
seed into their bracelet design. 
Each bracelet comes with a 
mustard seed, packaged in a 
tiny glass vial that dangles from 
the bracelet like a charm.

“The symbolism of the mus-
tard seed really resonates with 
me,” Tif fany says, explaining 
that its significance relates to a 
Scripture in the Bible.

“In Matthew 17:20, Jesus tells 
His disciples that if you have 
faith as tiny as a mustard seed, 
you can tell a mountain to move 
and it will move,” she says. “And 
to me, the stigma and the dis-
crimination against people who 
have disabilities is a mountain 
that needs to be moved.”

To fully understand the story 
behind Mallory Paige Designs, 
you have to go back to late 2009, 
when Tif fany and Mallor y’s 
mother, Victoria Broadwell, died 
of breast cancer. A stay-at-home 
mother, she had always taken 
good care of Mallory and kept 
her involved in various activi-
ties, so before she died, she 
asked Tiffany to take over that 
role for her younger sister. Mal-
lory was about to graduate from 
Southwest Guilford High School 

and would need activities to 
keep her not just occupied, but 
fulfilled.

T if fany, who has always 
enjoyed a close relationship 
with Mallory, willingly accepted 
the challenge. One of the first 
things she did was attend the 
National Down Syndrome Con-
gress in Washington, D.C., to 
get an idea of what resources 
were available for adults with 
Down syndrome. Specifically, 
she looked into the possibility 
of finding Mallory a job through 
Vocational Rehabilitation Ser-
vices, but she walked away dis-
couraged by the limited options.

“It broke my heart for Mallo-
ry,” Tiffany says, “because she’s 
still an adult woman, and we all 
want to be fulfilled — we all want 
to have a job and something that 
we consider our purpose.”

That’s when Tif fany hit on 
the idea of creating her own 
business with Mallory — some-
thing they could do together 

that Mallory would find fulfill-
ing. She initially considered 
a clothing line for adults with 
Down syndrome, but with no 
background in the world of fash-
ion, she decided that would be 
too big a challenge.

Then she came up with the 
idea of making jewelry, and Mal-
lory Paige Designs was born.

Although the first product 
was a necklace, the small com-
pany now specializes in brace-

lets. Each bracelet includes a 
leather cord, accessorized with 
the small glass vial that con-
tains a mustard seed, assorted 
charms of bronze and/or silver-
plated nickel, and a metal stamp 
with Mallory’s initials (MPS) on 
it. Each one also comes with a 
handwritten note — written and 
signed by Mallory — thanking 
you for your purchase.
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Sisters’ jewelry business hopes to employ people with disabilities
BY JIMMY TOMLIN

ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER 

PLANTING SEEDS

JESSICA NUZZO | HPE INTERN
Tiffany McDowell, left, makes bracelets as Mallory Snellen writes out messages of thanks that come with every Mallory Paige Designs jewelry piece. 

SPECIAL | HPE
Tiffany McDowell and sister, Mallory Paige Snellen, share a special bond. 

JESSICA NUZZO | HPE INTERN
Tiffany McDowell wears jewelry she and her younger sister made at 
their Trinity business. 

INTERESTED?
For more information 

about Mallory Paige Designs, 
or to order a bracelet, visit the 
company website at www.
mallorypaigedesigns.com.

You can also find the jewelry 
line at Southern Chic Salon 
& Boutique, 211 S. Main St., 
Lexington.


